Introduction
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) recently (2011) estimated the in-place oil shale resources, regardless of grade, in the Eocene Green River Formation of the Green River and Washakie Basins, southwestern Wyoming ( fig. 1 ) at about 1.45 trillion barrels of oil (Johnson and others, 2011) . The oil shale interval within the formation was subdivided into three zones, in ascending order: (1) Tipton Shale Member, (2) Wilkins Peak Member, and (3) LaClede Bed of Laney Member (fig. 2) ; each zone was assessed separately (table 1) . Using geographic information systems (GIS) technology, several subsets of the total volume of 1.45 trillion barrels were calculated by merging the oil shale resource data with Bureau of Land Management (BLM) surface and subsurface ownership files (Bureau of Land Management, 2011 Table 1 lists several subtotals of the total estimated 1.45 trillion barrels of oil in the Green River Formation:
Resources Underlying Federal Lands
1. About 906 billion barrels (62 percent) are federally owned.
2. About 969 billion barrels (67 percent) are located under Federal surface administered lands.
3. About 133 billion barrels (9 percent) are in strata that contain more than 15 gallons per ton (GPT) of rock, of which about 72 billion barrels are under Federal mineral (subsurface) ownership.
The 15 GPT estimates include only those areas where the weighted average of an entire assessed zone exceeds that minimum cutoff. In areas where the entire zone does not meet the minimum criteria, some oil shale intervals of significant thickness could exist within zones that exceed these minimum cutoffs. For example, a 30-foot interval within an oil shale zone might exceed 15 GPT, but if the entire zone averages less than 15 GPT, these resources are not included in the 15 GPT subtotals, although they might be exploited in the future. 
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For further information, contact Tracey J. Mercier (tmercier@ usgs.gov), Ronald C. Johnson (rcjohnson@usgs.gov), or Michael E. Brownfield (mbrownfield@usgs.gov. [Resource figures are in millions of barrels; resources are reported to four significant figures and may not equal the sum of the components, because of independent rounding; %, percent; ≥, greater than or equal to; GPT, gallons per ton] 
